
is a not-for-profit association of repository 
initiatives launched in October 2009. It aims 
to enhance greater visibility and application 
of research outputs through global networks 
of Open Access digital repositories.

Executive Board
• Dr. Norbert Lossau, Göttingen State 
and University Library, Germany

• Sugita Shigeki, Hokkaido University Library,
Japan

• Alicia López Medina, Universidad Nacional 
de Educación a Distancia, Spain

COAR Founding Members

• Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL)
• National Science Library, 

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)
• eIFL.net
• Fundação para a Computação Científica Nacional

(FCCN)
• Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología

(FECYT) 
• Denmarks’s Electronic Research Library (DEFF)
• Digital Repository Federation Japan (DRF)
• Institute of Information Science and Technologies 

of the Italian National Research Council (CNR)
• Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) 

on behalf of the Higher Education Funding 
Council for England  (HEFCE)

• Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague
• National and University Library of Slovenia (NUK)
• National Institute of Informatics (NII)
• NORA on behalf of the University of Tromsø
• SPARC Europe
• SURF
• Technische Universiteit Delft
• University of Arizona
• National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
• Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
• Bielefeld University
• University of Debrecen
• Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia

(UNED)
• Universidade do Minho
• Universiteit Gent
• Georg-August-Universität Göttingen
• Universität Konstanz, Universitätsbibliothek
• University of Nottingham
• Uniwersytet Warszawski, Interdisciplinary Centre

for Mathematical and Computational Modelling (ICM)

If you are interested in participating in 
COAR, a nominal membership fee of €100 
is offered until the 28th February 2010. 
Banded membership fees for the upcoming 
years will be agreed at the first General 
Assembly in March 2010. COAR offers 
various forms of participation.

Contact
Dr. Birgit Schmidt 
Göttingen State and University Library
Tel.: +49-551-39 5228 
Fax: +49-551-39 5222
coar-office@sub.uni-goettingen.de

www.coar-repositories.org

How to become a COAR member 



enhances the visibility of 
research outputs 

paves the way for 
interoperability  

fosters knowledge exchange 
of repository issues

makes Open Access 
operational

adds value to your repository

Joining COAR now will enable you to 
contribute to further shaping the 
organization's objectives of interoperability, 
raising awareness and promoting Open 
Access (OA) repositories, supporting the 
repository community and working with 
partners in related fields such as research 
management and publishing.

Lobby for repositories, their networks and 
repository based e-Infrastructures at the national 
and international level 

Coordinate global collaborative efforts towards 
high-quality OA content and interoperable systems

Develop strategic partnerships for research 
infrastructure related initiatives worldwide

Promote a joint global data store of 
OA repositories to enable and support 
the open re-use of data by service and portal 
providers

Act as a reference point for repository 
standardization efforts and a forum for information 
exchange

Develop and support of interoperable standards 
for national aggregation of research content in 
OA repositories

Promote increased rates of self-archiving with as 
little burden as possible on the researcher

Advocate for consistent policy formulation 
on institutional repository development

We invite you to join COAR

What  you will find in COAR
“We are delighted to announce our membership in 

COAR. COAR membership offers CARL and Canadian 
research libraries the opportunity to have a greater 

influence on the direction and expansion of open 
access world-wide”

- Tom Hickerson
Chair of the CARL Institutional Repositories Working Group 

and Vice-President/President-Elect of CARL

“I have no doubt that this collaborative structure will 
lead to the successful sharing of research worldwide in 

the best form possible, harvesting national efforts all 
over the world, including Japan, and from the bottom 

of my heart I congratulate COAR on its launch.”
- Hemmi Masaaki

Director of Digital Repository Federation 
Vice-President of Hokkaido University 

“JISC has this week become a founding member of the 
Confederation of Open Access Repositories (COAR), 

joining those representing the UK. The aim of COAR is 
to ‘enhance and progress the provision, visibility and 

application of research outputs through global 
networks of Open Access repositories,’ which also fits 
with JISC’s work to show the benefit to researchers of 

using repositories”
- JISC, UK

Promote the repository manager 
profession

Support the implementation of 
OA mandates by research funders and 
institutions

Maintain, develop and expand the 
COAR international confederation, 
including regional and subject-based 
networks of OA repositories


